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CEO’S MESSAGE 

1. Revenue 
  
COMPASS achieved total revenue of more than $25.3 million for the year 2018, an all-time 
high again for the company and close to 2.5% increase from the previous fiscal year. We 
have recorded 24 years of consecutive growth since 1993.  Furthermore actual growth 
would have been higher if we have taken into account the amount of royalties owed by the 
cinemas and SingTel TV, which are pending legal cases.  
  
Overall it was an excellent performance in the context of a low-tier economic growth of 
3.5%. 
  
Incomes arising from the local market grew at a healthy pace of 1.9%. Overseas revenue, 
however, recorded a significant drop of 10.6%. 
  
Renewals of existing licences recorded a modest decline of 2.3% indicating that the 
entertainment business sector is weakening. New Business, however, has recorded an 
increase of $1 million worth of new licences owing to continuing effort to cover unlicensed 
areas.  
  
Once-off permits continued its growth path over the last few years and at a higher pace – 
15.4%. This trend is likely to continue in 2019 based on the confirmed concerts lined up this 
year. 
  
Singapore Airlines revenue continued to grow at about 8.8% as a result of increasing 
number of passengers and the higher tariff rate.  
  
New Media’s income registered an increase of more than 22.9% despite not including 
performing rights (including the publisher shares) of major US and UK societies. 
  
Broadcast and Cable TV recorded a decrease of 12% as a result of declining revenue from 
StarHub. 
  
Mechanical royalties, continued to decline, registering a negative growth of 26%.  
  
Investment income continued to increase over the previous fiscal year by more than 30% 
with returns coming from bonds and agreements entered with banks to generate interest 
from our current account maintained with them.  



2. Expenditure 
  
The total expenditure for the year 2018 was about $3.6 million about 1% less than the 
amount allocated in the budget. The expense to collection ratio is at about 14.4% taking 
into consideration hefty IT costs for digital distributions.  
   
  

3. Net Distributable Income 
  
The Society’s net distributable income for the year is about 0.5% more than in previous 
year's.   
  
 

4. Licensing Activities 
  
There are two major disputes going on in 2018 which will be carried forward to 2019. 
  
The case against SingTel TV is now transferred to the Copyright Tribunal for hearings 
scheduled in November 2019. 
  
COMPASS has already filed Writs of Summons against various cinemas operators and the 
cases are progressing at different stages.  
  
  

5. Membership 
  
New members are continually admitted. The membership strength as at 31st December 
2018 is 2543 members (2017: 2446). There was an increase of 107 new members during the 
year, presently comprising of 2458 writers and 85 publishers. Writers include 2 successors 
for year of 2018. The breakdown of members is as follows:- 
 
 
 

 Writer Publisher 
Associate 1863 55 
Full 595 30 
Total 2458 85 
 



6. MEMBER AND PUBLC RELATIONS ACTIVITIES 
  
A)  COMPASS Awards 
  
The 23rd COMPASS Awards was successfully held on 23 September 2018. The Guest of 
Honour was Mr Baey Yam Keng, Senior Parliamentary Secretary for the Ministry of Culture, 
Community and Youth. This year’s programming incorporated the new award ‘Young Artist 
Award’ for the first time. Artistic excellence award recipients included Amir Masoh, the 
recently departed Zul Sutan and Assoc. Prof Chan Tze Law. The Meritorious Award was 
presented to Samuel Low as well as Dr. Peter Low for their contributions to the local music 
industry. This year also saw recognition being accorded to long time music aficionado X’Ho. 
The Patron of Music Award was presented to this effervescent individual; DJ, journalist, 
singer-songwriter.  
   
  
 B)  Yellow Ribbon Project Songwriting Competition 2018 
  
The annual Yellow Ribbon Project Songwriting Competition 2018 led by COMPASS was held 
in Singapore Prison Service (Changi) from March to June. The much-anticipated programme 
encourages participants to create heartfelt songs for their families and loved ones and this 
year’s theme is ‘I.M.Possible’, with the intention for songwriters and listeners to turn the 
impossible to a positive “I Am Possible”.  
  
This is the second year which included female participants and it is a good mix because the 
females and males presented different strengths and weaknesses for trainers, mentors and 
producers. The competition ended with a young male writer as the winner and another 
young female in the second position with the third position held by a male. 
  
Two of the songs will be made into a music video animation and COMPASS will provide 
further support by producing and recording the song. The videos are slated to be released by 
Yellow Ribbon in early 2019. 
 



C) Music SocieTEA  
  
Music SocieTEA is a programme devised to allow members to meet up with various 
speakers and COMPASS personnel over tea. This allows the exchange of conversations on 
topics which newcomers may require more information on in the music industry (eg: “How 
to get my songs published?”, “How do singer-songwriters get signed to major publishers”) 
to topics which are a little more complicated in nature (eg: types of copyright, distribution 
dates and periods, etc.). Three sessions were conducted in 2018. We had David Tao kick off 
the year by sharing his expertise as a songwriter and music arranger / producer and also 
David Tao shared his experiences as a highly successful performing artist in the region. We 
also had Syaheed from Believe Digital share insights on digital distribution for music, a 
collaboration with SgMUSO. Finally, the year ended with a sharing session by George 
Leong, as a songwriter and music producer. This was also a collaborative effort between 
COMPASS and The Musicians Guild. 
  
  
D) SPONSORSHIPS 
  
In Year 2018, COMPASS supported numerous music events and projects. Local music 
societies and individuals continue to write in to request for assistance in their music 
projects. It is estimated that an increased awareness this year has led to more funding / 
sponsorships by other organisations (eg: National Arts Council) and hence, the amount of 
sponsorship requests are capped modestly at $174,793.20 compared with $369,541.99 in 
2017. 
 
 
 
 



7. ISO 9000 Certification 
  
Our ISO certification was renewed following audit on 17th Feb 2018. COMPASS still remained 
the only collective society in Asia to achieve ISO 9000. 
  
  
 8. MISASIA & IT 
  
 MISASIA 2.0 has been successfully implemented at COMPASS and is able to better cope with 
the increased expectations of the users. Some remaining modules are being continually 
updated and tested prior to implementation.   
  
  
9. Conclusion 
  
This year Singapore’s economy is expected to grow at a slower pace of 3%. COMPASS is 
expected to do well with relatively good financial results. Its public branding remains solid with 
sound corporate governance in place incorporating proper checks and balances. COMPASS 
may also have a one-time exceptional gain from a possible settlement of the SingTel TV 
licence. Overall, the picture for COMPASS in 2019 remains excellent. 
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Composition of Standing Committees 2018 
The standing Committees are formed to help guide and propose recommendations to the Council on areas 

under their respective charge. 

Management Committee 

管理委员会  

Public & Member Relations 

Committee 

会员与公共关系委员会  

 

Licensing & Distribution 

Committee 

税收与分派制度委员会  

Terms of Reference 

1. To oversee the appointment 

of senior management and 

their remuneration packages. 

 

2. To review and endorse 

recommendations proposed 

by CEO on major staff matters 

like annual wage increment, 

performance bonus, welfare 

benefits. 

 

3. To review and endorse 

recommendations proposed 

by the CEO on annual budget 

and major expenditures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman  Melvin Ferdinands 

 

Members  Jeremy Monteiro 

                 Yusnor Ef 

                 Sharon Chua 

                 (Sony Music) 

1. To help enhance the public 

image of COMPASS through 

directing various activities, 

such as, song-writing 

competitions, public musical 

events, newsletters, event 

sponsorships. 

 

2. To review and make 

recommendations on 

applications for music and 

event sponsorships. 

 

3. To review and recommend 

membership applications. 

 

4. To review and make 

recommendations on matters 

related to Members’ welfare 

benefits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman  Melvin Ferdinands 

 

Members  Liang Wern Fook 

                 Yusnor Ef 

                 Jeremy Ian Monteiro 

                 Eddino Abdul Hadi 

                 Goh Toh Chai 

 

 

1. To review and make 

recommendations on 

proposed changes to the 

distribution rules. 

 

2. To review and make 

recommendations on 

major licensing matters 

referred by the CEO & 

Director. 

 

3. To review and propose 

follow-up actions on 

complaints and disputes 

involving Members and 

Licensees that could not be 

resolved at management 

level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman  Jeremy Monteiro 

 

Members  Melvin Ferdinands 

                  Andrew Wong 

                  (Forward Music) 

                  Sharon Chua 

                  (Sony Music) 

                  Chong Yun Xiang 

                  (Touch Music) 



23RD  COMPASS AWARDS PRESENTATION 



M1LDL1FE 

1 – TOP LOCAL ENGLISH POP SONG 

2 – YOUNG ARTISTE OF THE YEAR 

ALIF ABDULLAH 

TOP LOCAL  

MALAY POP SONG 

SERENE KOONG 

TOP LOCAL  

SOUNDTRACK 

FRED LIN 

TOP LOCAL  

INSTRUMENTAL CONTEMPORARY 

PHOON YEW TIEN 

TOP LOCAL  

CLASSICAL MUSIC 

MARC LIAN 

YOUNG SONGWRITER 

OF THE YEAR 

HYPE 2 PTE LTD 

TOP LOCAL PUBLISHER 

OF THE YEAR 

UNIVERSAL MUSIC  
PUBLISHING PTE LTD 

TOP PUBLISHER (OVERALL) 

OF THE YEAR 



JJ LIN 

1 – TOP LOCAL CHINESE POP SONG 

2 – TOP LOCAL SONGWRITER  
OF THE YEAR 

AMIR MASOH 

ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE AWARD 

CHAN TZE LAW 

ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE AWARD 

ZUL SUTAN  

(1957 – 2018) 

ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE AWARD 

PETER LOW 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 

SAMUEL TAN 

MERITORIOUS AWARD 

X’ HO 

PATRON OF MUSIC 

CHANG KWAI MING  

(1939 – 2017) 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
(POSTHUMOUS) 



MUSIC SOCIETEA 



YELLOW RIBBON SONGWRITING COMPETITION 2018,  
LED BY COMPASS 



MUSIC DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT:  

SG:SW 2018 



MUSIC  DEVELOPMENT  AND  SUPPORT:  

(JASS) JAZZ ASSOCIATION, SINGAPORE 



2018 SPONSORSHIPS 

2018 SPONSORSHIP STATUS 

1  Singapore Polytechnic (SP) 
  COMPASS Silver Medal    
  (DMAT) 2019 

$              500 

2  Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) 
  Composers and Authors     
  Society Prize  
  (Mass Communications)  

$              200 

3 
 Society for the Physically Disabled 
(SPD) 

  SPD Charity Dinner 2018 $          1,000 

4  Metro Philharmonic Society   Ocean of Songs 2018 $          2,000 

5  PERKAMUS 
  Perkamus Activities for 
2018 

$       55,000 

6  Ocean Butterflies Music Pte Ltd 
  Liang Wenfu Charity    
  Concert 2018 

$       20,000 

7  Mediacorp Pte Ltd 
  Anugerah Planet Muzik  
  2018 

$       40,000 

8  TAS Theatre Company S'pore Ltd 
  Sentimental Sheng Music &    
  Songs: Lee & Lee Concert 

$          2,000 

9  Melo Art Choir 
  Melo Art in Concert - 50  
  Years 

$          3,000 

10  NUS - King Edward VII Hall 
  21st The Dream  
  Composition 

$          1,000 

11  Ding Yi Music Company   Composium 2018 $          1,500 

12  Association of Composers (Spore) 
  Instrumental Concert  
  2018 

$          3,000 

13  Song Lovers Choral Society   Voice of Song Lovers $         2,000 
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