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Message from the CEO:
COMPASShas fulfilled our obligations to our members and overseas affiliated

societies in 2016 in terms of collecting and distributing more royalties for their

musical rights vested with us. We have also carried out and supported more

activities to promote local music, the respect for copyright, and harmony among

our diverse membership.

FINANCIAL RESULTS

1. Revenue

Although the actual financial results for year 2016 showed a drop in royalty

collections of - 6.8%, it was not a true reflection of the situation as COMPASS

rejected a settlement by MIO TV and may refer the case to the Copyright

Tribunal for arbitration . If COMPASShad taken this proposed amount into

consideration, COMPASSroyalty collected would have recorded a potential

growth of up to 8% and exceeded the target budget for 2016.

Overall, the performance was better than expected under a sluggish

economy.

With the disposal of our previous property at Craig Road, an extraordinary

income of $5.86 million was recorded.

Incomes from the local market suffered a drop of 1.6% excluding the MIO

TV income. Overseasincome suffered a significant decreaseof almost 20%.

Renewalsof existing licences remained about the same as in 2015 but failed

to meet the target set as significant number of businesses (worth about

$250K) had switched to royalty free music to avoid paying our licence fees.

This is a challenge in an economic downturn .

New Business,however, has improved about 18% due to increased effort by

the LicensingDepartment to survey areasthat were not licensed in the past.
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Once-off permits, continued to exceed expectations by more than 18% over

target although slightly less than in 2015. The year 2015 was an exceptional

year owing to numerous SG50 events. Most of the popular concerts did well

suggesting a growing and sustaining interest in òliveómusic performances.

This trend is likely to continue in 2017 based on trends in Europe and US.

Singapore Airlines revenue continued to grow as a result of increasing

number of passengersand backdated royalties for a quarter in 2015.

New Mediaõsincome as expected registered a decreaseof 30.4% as a result of

the unprecedented withdrawal of performing rights (including the publisher

shares)by major USand UK societies. This has created tremendous problems

in our licensing process as the prevalent concept of òblanketlicenceóhas

been sabotaged.

Further, this action will cause a significant increase in administration costs as

COMPASShas to modify our distribution process and software which will be

expensive and also require increased manpower to identify the remaining

works that are being administered by COMPASSand make the necessary

claims.

Broadcastand cable TVrecorded a decreaseof 6.6%.

Mechanical royalties did well going against trend and registered a

respectable 151% increase as a result of increased number of requests for

rights clearance.

Investment income continued to increase over the previous fiscal year with

returns coming from bonds and agreement entered with a bank to generate

interest from our current account with them. A similar arrangement had been

agreed upon with another bank and will begin in 2017. The rates given are

better than that for fixed deposits offered by the banks. Total interest from

these arrangements for this year amounted to $800K.

2. Expenditure

The total expenditure for the year 2016 was about $3.69 million about 3%

more than the amount allocated in the budget . This was a result of a

significant expenditure to purchase Oracle software licensing in order to be

compliant with software copyright laws and was not budgeted for in 2016.

Without this unbudgeted expenditure, the overall expenditure will be 2.4%

less than the budget . Increased maintenance and depreciation for the new

office premise also resulted in higher costs for 2016. Despite all these

expenditures, the expense to collection ratio increased only slightly from

14.4% to this yearõs15.1% which was within the budget for 2016.



3. Net Distributable Income

TheSocietyõsnet distributable income for the year is about 6.7% more than

previous year's which is commendable despite a significant loss in licensing

repertoire in the fast-growing New Media.

The proceeds from the sale of the old office property, which is an

extraordinary income not related to past or present royalties collected, is

set aside for funding the purchase of the present the new office,

computerisation and COMPASSMusic TalentsDevelopment Fund.

4. Licensing Activities

The Ministry of Law and Intellectual Property Office of Singapore launched a

major exercise in October to review the Copyright Act. There are 16 major

proposed changes.

COMPASS has given its detailed feedback to the Government on the

proposed changes in the copyright regime. In addition, COMPASShas asked

for greater clarity on the legal obligations of satellite broadcasters up-

linking their signals from Singapore.

5. Membership

New members are continually admitted . The membership strength as at

31st December 2016 is 2227 members (2015: 2047). This represents an

increase of 180 members during the year. The breakdown by type of

members are as follow :-

Writer Publisher

Associate 1609 50

Full 538 30

Total 2147 80
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6. Member and Public Relations Activities

A) COMPASSAwards

The 21st COMPASSAwards was held successfully on 25 September 2016 and

was reported in full-page prints of The Straits Times,half-page prints in Lianhe

ZaoBao (ZaobaoNOW) and Berita Harian and quarter page print in Wanbao, as

well as a digital report in The Straits Times Interactive. The event was held at

Resorts World Sentosa for the third year running. Guests continued with seat

selection via COMPASS/ Facebook. Entry into ballroom after registration was

tightened with entry permitted only for guests with UV stamps on their arm,

obtained at registration. This measure was taken in order to take stock for

number of no-shows for the event. Guests were also gently reminded that a

charge may be incurred for no-shows after reservation. Programme was also a

successwith Wings of ExcellenceRecipient Tat Tong and his guests; American

Idol Finalist Javier Jovany,Hong Kong TVBArtiste Jonathan Wong and local DJ

Declan Ee, especially the finale performance by international artiste Ms Fish

Leong, along with Artistic Award Recipient Mr George Leong.

The Guest of Honour was Ms Sim Ann (Senior Minister of State, Ministry of

Culture, Community and Youth & Ministry of Trade and Industry). Responsewas

positive for this yearõsperformance line-up as well as the door gift (Name card

Wallet).

B) Going Local @ Nex

COMPASSheld monthly performance sessionson the last Friday of each month

at Nex shopping mall in her efforts to to promote local songs to locals.

Responsehas been good with participation from shoppers who stopped their

activities and came to watch the hour-long session as well as to participate in

the Q&A on song titles / local songwriters. Retailershave also come forward to

offer sponsored hair services and professional make-up service from the

international brand MAC for the sessions.

The sessionshad enticed other Capitaland malls such as The Star Vista, Jcube

and Westgate to initiate discussionsfor possible collaboration with COMPASSin

2017.



C) Schoolyard Assembly Series in Secondary Schools

Singular workshops were held in ten secondary schools; Hwa Chong

Institution, Yuying, Swiss Cottage, Tampines Secondary, Compassvale

Secondary, Deyi Secondary, Jurongville Secondary, Raffles Girls, Zhong Hua

Secondary and St. MargaretõsSecondary. The main purpose of the workshop

was to plant the seed of song-writing into young minds, in a fun and engaging

way. It is observed that the students respond better to LIVE singing by the

speakersand are largely encouraging for local acts.

D) Yellow Ribbon Project Songwriting Competition 2016

The annual Yellow Ribbon Project Song-writing Competition 2016 led by

COMPASSwas held in Singapore Prison Service(Changi) from March to June.

The programme has now gained popularity and is much anticipated by

participants. The premise of the programme is to encourage participants to

create heartfelt songs to their families and loved ones and this yearõstheme is

ôHopeõ. The programme this year also managed to have last-minute clearance

for older teens in Reformative Training. A total of 2 participants entered into

the finale round along with 7 adult participants.

We have fine-tuned the training programme, led by Rai (Jack& Rai) and also

engaged COMPASSmembers Don Richmond, Jack Ho and Fifi Leong to

mentor/judge the competition and also Azmi Hassanfor vocal and staging for

the finale. Sevensongs were selected to be compiled into an album produced

by Nic Lee (formerly from ԍ). The CD will be completed in mid-March

2017 as the marketing plan this year is to include local artistes such as Alemay

Fernandez,FarishaIshak (The Final One), Jonathan Ong (Take Two) and more

to heighten awarenessfor the CD as well as to attempt to have songs in radio

rotation . Recording for the songs based on these artistesõschedules will be in

January.

E) Seminar

COMPASSwas also invited to Singapore Polytechnic to give an hour-long brief

on the benefits of membership to COMPASS for aspiring songwriters.

Audienceship was estimated at 180 students in the auditorium and there were

many budding songwriters who cleared their doubts during the Q&A session

thereafter. The seminar resulted in a membership application the next day and

an increase of LIKESin Facebook. The polytechnic has since invited COMPASS

to continue with regular talks for their Audio Engineering students.
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F) Industry -Collaborative Project : ò10 Hits In 20 Hoursó

COMPASS,Noise Singapore (NAC), Warner Chappell and Funkie Monkie

collaborated on a songwriting camp which included mentors such as Ian Chen

Jian Ning from famous Taiwanese rock group òF.I.R.ó,Warner Chappellõs

Director (Greater China) Vickey Tseng,Huang Ting ðTaiwaneseA&R / Lyricist,

Kuan Chi Yuan ðMalaysian Producer/Lyricist, Warner Chappell Taiwanõs

CreativeExecutiveJessicaChang.

The event had a large turnout with young songwriters and the camp consisted

of a mission to write for popular artistes within the mentorsõstable including

Fish Leong and George Hu Yu Wei. The songwriters were put into songwriting

groups and spent the rest of the day churning out a demo song for their

targeted artist. The showcasewas held the following day and the songs were

then sent out to the differing labels for consideration.

The project was well-received and it also gave younger songwriters the

opportunity to network with other songwriters and learn the industry standard

of constantly producing songs suitable for different artists.

G) Industry -Collaborative Project : òSingingFest 2016ó

COMPASSpartnered with Kampong Glam Grassroots Organisation to present

a singing festival after national day. It is a post-event to celebrate the nationõs

birthday as well as an opportunity to create a feeling of ôhomeõwith local

songs and tradition . Artists included Ling Kai, Lew, Zee and Azmi with

Mediacorp emceesand Guest of Honour was CDCMayor DenisePhua.

The event was well-attended at Bras Basahand attracted many passers-by in

the evening. Everyone was familiar with local favourite tunes and sang along

with the Mayor as well. It was a good community project which connected the

young and old audience together through the use of local songs.

H) Others

Sponsorships

In Year 2016, COMPASSsupported numerous music events and projects. With

an increased awareness of this sponsorship fund by COMPASS,more local

societies and individuals have written in to request for assistancein their music

projects and COMPASSresponded by increasing her sponsorship budget to

encompass more projects which helped increase the usage of local musical

works. Total sponsorship for the year amounted to S$369,541 compared with

S$349,704 in 2015.
8
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7. ISO 9000 Certification

Our ISOcertification was renewed following audit on 26th Jan2016. COMPASS

remained the only collective society in Asia to achieveISO9000.

8. MISASIA & IT

The COMPASSwebsite was updated in late Dec 2016 with a fresh and modern

look to it. Many compliments have been received for the new website. The next

phase is to launch an E application and E payment for permit applications. The

last phase for the website will be for a full membersõportal incorporating works

registrations, royalty history and submission of performance return including

allowing members to check all their details online.

MISASIA2.0 is partially completed and will be operational in phases from 3rd

quarter of the new year. As part of the project, we had to upgrade our Oracle

licences at a substantial cost but managed to obtain significant discounts. The

hardware had just been procured again at substantial discounts from Dell at

the beginning of 2017. Once this system upgrade is in place, all societies using

MISASIAwill be connected to a single shared database.

Conclusion

Singaporeõseconomy is expected to be in for a tough period in 2017.

COMPASShas weathered the difficulties relatively well so far with relatively

good financial results. Its public branding remains solid with sound corporate

governance in place incorporating proper checks and balances. We are once

again into uncharted territories over the next few years and therefore difficult

to project what lies ahead. Overall, the picture for COMPASSin 2017 remains

good .
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Composition of Standing Committees 2016
The standing Committees are formed to help guide and propose recommendations to the Council on 

areas under their respective charge.

Management Committee

Ᵽḋᵓҹ
Public & Member Relations

Committee

ҹᵓјԆԉԊ ḋᵓҹ

Licensing & Distribution 

Committee

ᾁј֪∩ֹẘḋᵓҹ

Terms of Reference

1. To oversee the appointment 

of senior management and 

their remuneration packages.

2. To review and endorse 

recommendations proposed 

by CEO on major staff matters 

like annual wage increment, 

performance bonus, welfare 

benefits.

3. To review and endorse 

recommendations proposed 

by the CEO on annual budget 

and major expenditures.

Chairman  Chang Kwai Ming

Members  Jeremy Monteiro

Yusnor Ef

Melvin Ferdinands

Sharon Chua

(Sony Music)

1. To help enhance the public 

image of COMPASS through 

directing various activities, 

such as, song-writing 

competitions, public musical 

events, newsletters, event 

sponsorships.

2. To review and make 

recommendations on 

applications for music and 

event sponsorships.

3. To review and recommend 

membership applications.

4. To review and make 

recommendations on matters 

related to Membersõ welfare 

benefits.

Chairman   Melvin Ferdinands

Members  Chang Kwai Ming

Liang Wern Fook

Yusnor Ef

Jeremy Ian Monteiro

Eddino Abdul Hadi

1. To review and make 

recommendations on 

proposed changes to the 

distribution rules.

2. To review and make 

recommendations on 

major licensing matters 

referred by the CEO & 

Director.

3. To review and propose 

follow-up actions on 

complaints and disputes 

involving Members and 

Licensees that could not 

be resolved at 

management level.

Chairman  Jeremy Monteiro

Members  Chang Kwai Ming

Melvin             

Ferdinands

Andrew Wong

(Forward Music)

Sharon Chua

(Sony Music)

Ang Jun Yang

(Touch Music)
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 
THE YEAR  

21ST COMPASS AWARDS PRESENTATION
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AWARDS RECIPIENTS

TOP LOCAL ENGLISH POP SONG
῏Ӓ῞ᶉ ∫ ₅Έ / Lagu Pop Inggeris

Tempatan Terbaik

Song Title: Until We Die
Composer & Author: Joel Tan Zhuo Yi ( ᴄѲ)

TOP LOCAL CHINESE POP SONG
῏Ӓ῞ᶉѦᾑ∫ ₅Έ / Lagu Pop China Tempatan

Terbaik

Song Title : ἅј
Composer: Lee Shih Shiong ( ộ )

TOP LOCAL MALAY POP SONG
῏Ӓ῞ᶉ Ύ ∫ ₅Έ / Lagu Pop Melayu

Tempatan Terbaik

Song Title: Tepi Sikit
Composer & Author: Alif Abdullah

TOP LOCAL SOUNDTRACK
῏Ӓ῞ᶉ ѷ /  Soundtrack Tempatan Terbaik

Song Title : Mekong Soul Of A River
Composer: Tay Chee Wei
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TOP LOCAL CLASSICAL MUSIC
Ẉẘ῞ᶉᴭԏ ѷ / Muzik Serius Tempatan

Terbaik

Song Title: Prime Minister Fanfare
Composer: Lee Kah Hee ( (ⱥז

TOP LOCAL INSTRUMENTAL CONTEMPORARY
Ẉẘ῞ᶉ♪ҥѷΈ / Muzik Tempatan Bersifat

Alatan Terbaik

Song Title: Salsa Spice Simple Mix
Composer: Sham Sze Ting( )

TOP LOCAL SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR
Ẉẘ῞ᶉ₅Έֲӏҙ / Penggubah Tempatan Terbaik

Recipient: JJ Lin (’ –)

YOUNG SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR
Ẉẘ῞ᶉ Ẉ Έֲӏҙ / Penggubah Muda Terbaik

Recipient : Gentle Bones ( ᴄѲ)

AWARDS RECIPIENTS
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TOP LOCAL PUBLISHER OF THE YEAR
Ẉẘ῞ᶉ ѷ֦◌ᵫ / Penerbit Tempatan

Terbaik

Recipient: Hype 2 Pte Ltd
Recipient on Behalf : 

TOP PUBLISHER (OVERALL) OF THE YEAR
῏Ӓ ѷ֦◌ᵫ / Penerbit Keseluruhan Terbaik

Recipient: Universal Music Publishing Ltd
Recipient on Behalf : Jack Teo

AWARDS RECIPIENTS

TOP LOCAL ARTISTE OF THE YEAR
/ Artis Tempatan Terbaik

Recipient: Stefanie Sun ( )
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WINGS OF EXCELLENCE AWARD
─ᶸởṎ᷊ / Anugerah Sayap Kecemerlangan

Recipient: Tat Tong (∙ )

ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE AWARD
ᴃ Ử ᷊ / Anugerah Artistik Cemerlang

Recipient:
1) Mark Chan ( ᶂᴂ) (Singer / Songwriter)

2) M. Osman [Posthumous] (Singer / Songwriter)
3) George Leong (₀Ӂ ) (Music Arranger )

AWARDS RECIPIENTS
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MERITORIOUS AWARD
ᴃ ♅᷊ / Anugerah Meritorious

Recipient:
1) Chee Woon Yang( ᾰ═)
2) Quek Ling Kiong ( Ị)

AWARDS RECIPIENTS

PATRON OF MUSIC AWARD
῞ᶉ ѷὕח ♅᷊

Recipient: Colin Goh ( ׂṤ)
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SCHOOLYARD ASSEMBLY SERIES 

Various Secondary Schools

GOING LOCAL @ NEX

NEX
Every Last Friday of the Month, 

8pm ð9pm 
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YELLOW RIBBON SONGWRITING COMPETITION 
2016

11th April

To 

2nd June 2016

ôHOPE' Album 2016 is available for sale at COMPASS Office:
(Please note that ALL funds will be donated to the Yellow Ribbon Fund)

https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxWDoyZKhWo
19
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MOBILE MUSIC MAKING 2016

Final: 9th September 2016

FUNKIE MONKIES SONGWRITING CAMP: 
20 HIT SONGS IN 10 HOURS

Commencement Date: 18th June 2016
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PassionARTS
Singing Festival 

2016

Bras Basah Complex
21st July 2016
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2016 SPONSORSHIPS
NO. APPLICANT PROJECT / EVENT AMOUNT

1 Metro Philharmonic Society

Ocean of Songs  - In Memory of 

Leong Yoon Pin 2,000.00

2 Shigga Shay MTV "Last Warning" 2,000.00

3 Mediacorp Pte Ltd Viva Karnical / Radio 80 40,000.00

4 Mediacorp Pte Ltd

Asia Broadcasting Union Song 

Festival 2016 5,000.00

5 ITE Central MusiVation 1,500.00

6

Singapore Chinese Cultural 

Centre (SCCC) Blooms of Vitality: Colours of Life 3,192.60

7 Quek Yong Siu DVD 5,000.00

8 NTU-CAC Impresario 2016 2,500.00

9 Kids Philharmonic Chinese New Year Concert 3,000.00

10

NUS-Kent Ridge Hall 

Production The Lost Memoir 3,000.00

11 Perkamus Perkamus 2016 55,000.00

12 Ngee Ann Polytechnic Book Prize 2015 (Mass Comm) 200.00

13 Singapore Polytechnic COMPASS Silver Medal (DMAT) 500.00

14 NTU Chinese Society 22nd Music Express 2,000.00

15 Faridah Bte Taib Sound Recording Prodn Grant 5,000.00

16 Musical Theatre Litd (MTL) Emily The Musical 3,000.00

17 Matthew Quek Bu Dao Ong 5,000.00

18 Melo Art Choir A Night of Folk Songs 2,000.00
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NO. APPLICANT PROJECT / EVENT AMOUNT

19

Didi Cazli / Dama Lee 

Communications) The Rising Star Project 2016 2,000.00

20 Beth Yap

Beauty For Ashes Album Launch 

concert 3,000.00

21 Jeremy Monteiro 40th Anniversary Album Montage 15,000.00

22 Jeremy Monteiro

SG Embassy Berlin Concert 

(Melissa Tham & Rit Xu with 

Jeremy Monteiro) 10,000.00

23 Tay Chee Wei 

49th Houston WorldFest (Air & 

Accommodation to USA) 3,433.69

24 Suhaime B. Roa Sound Recording Production Grant 5,000.00

25

Nuriman B Mohd Nor (Iman's 

League)

(Festival Tour) Wishbone Project -

Korea 2,226.20

26 Ocean Butterflies Pte Ltd (Concert) Mok & friends Concert 5,000.00

27 Sri Mahligai

Sound Rec Prodn Grant - Di Telan 

Zaman

5,000.00
*Yet to be 

reimbursed

28 Mediacorp Pte Ltd

(Competition) Young Talents 

Project 15,000.00

29 Maricelle Wong

(Video) Song Atlas fm Album 

Pursuit 2,000.00

30 Eugene Ryan Chionh

Sound Rec Prodn Grant (Grp: Sign 

of Five) 5,000.00

31 Singapore Press Holding

(Competition) National Schools 

Xinyao Competition 5,350.00

32 Mediacorp Pte Ltd (Competition Concert) APM 2016 30,000.00

33 Alemay Fernandez

(Album Launch Concert) Hard To 

Imagine 5,000.00
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NO. APPLICANT PROJECT / EVENT AMOUNT

34

Brilliant Music & Art 

Association (Concert) Voices of Joy 2 1,000.00

35 The Esplanade Co. Ltd

40th Anniversary Concert @ 

Esplanade Concert Hall 20,000.00

36 Hua Yuan Association (Competition) Shui Li Fang Bei 3,000.00

37 National Theatre Club (NTC)

(Concert) Hearts and Arts ** We 

Are Moving On 5,000.00

38 IMC Live Group (S) Pte Ltd (Concert) Alive Singapore 2016

Permit 

Fees

39 Andrew Xiao Chun Yuan

(Song Book Publication) Songbk by 

Andrew Xiao 2,000.00

40 Rani Tofani / Mel Ferdinands (Album Tour) Indopura 30,000.00

41 MM2 Entertainment (Movie) Wonder Boy - Dick Lee 30,000.00

42

Louis Soliano (COMPASS 

Awardee)

(Concert) An Evening with Louis 

Soliano & Friends 5,000.00

43 Tomorrow 34 - TCR Music Station 3,000.00

44

Alam Penulisan Seni Kata & 

Lagu MKMY Formula 

7PR=OS(i) (The World and 

Realm of Lyrics and 

Songwriting MKMY with the 

Formula 7PR=OS(i) Mohd Khair Bin Yasin 3,000.00

45

Count Me In Concert 2016 

(Charity Concert)

Society for the Physically Disabled 

(SPD) 1,000.00

46 (Vibrant's Ballad) Vibrant Music Society (He Cai Xie) 2,000.00

47

Inspirasi Generasi (Inspiring 

The Generation)

(Sound Rec Prodn Grant) 

Muhammad Bakti Ridhwan Bin 

Mohd Khair 5,000.00

48 Wonderland of Love II

Qingarts Musical and Performance 

Society 1,000.00

49 Voices Of Love II

Hokkien Hui Kuan Choir (Quek 

Yong Siu) 2,000.00

50

Transcendence Album 

Launch

Addey Cradle (Noor Addey Bin 

Rasidi) 2,000.00

51 Song Lovers 2016 (Concert)

Song Lovers Choral Society (fka 

Lee Howe) 2,000.00

24



FINANCIAL STATEMENT
(FOR THE YEAR ENDED 2016)

25

Ç Directorsõ Report

Ç Statement  by Directors

Ç Independent Auditorsõ Report

Ç Statement of Financial Position

Ç Statement of Comprehensive Income

Ç Statement of Cash Flows

Ç Notes to the Financial Statements



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47


